














Q:The gorgeous roses in my front gar-
den are under attack ... by neigh-

bors! I know someone has been cutting
my roses off, right before I get a chance
to cut them for myself. What to do?

— Bill C. El Granada

A:Well, I may not be the best person to
answer this question, seeing as how I

have been a convicted rose thief myself.
Yes, I admit it. When I was younger, my
friend and I would walk home
from Farallone View
Elementary and pick our
neighbors roses along
the way. Then we’d
bundle them up and
sell them from her
driveway to people
walking down the
street or driving
by! And many
people actually
bought them!
We did this
throughout the
entire growing
season. Yes, my
horticulture career
bloomed at an early
age. I don’t know,
some people would call
that theft. I call it genius!

So, back to your question. You
can do a few things to deter these
blossom bandits.

1) Plant thorny cactus around all of your
roses. That way, you can identify the culprit
by their scratched up hands and arms!

2) Get a dog. My dogs do a great job of
deterring anyone lingering in my front yard.

3) Put a sign up. Nothing hideous or over
the top, just a simple sign saying you work
very hard on your roses and want them for
yourself. Admire from afar, please! 

Good luck, and I promise it’s not me!

— JLS

Down to Earth
Ask the expert

Contact Jennifer Segale,
Wildflower Farms, at 726-5883;

and Carla Lazzarini, Earth’s
Laughter, at 726-4762

> USEFUL TIP

Although dead-heading (cut-
ting off the dying flowers on
your plants) is important for
your garden and the health of
your plants, make sure not to

prune too soon. Our
honeybee popula-

tion is being deci-
mated, and those
little bees can
use all the extra
flowers we can

spare. Try leaving
the spent blossoms

just a couple days
longer. They may attract more
bees and wildlife to your garden
and feed them in the process.

— JLS

> FAVORITE PLANT

Salvia argentea,
“Silver Sage”

This perennial is full
of texture and 
character, and will work

in almost any garden,
even in pots. This can be

found and bought at 
HMB Nursery or online at
www.anniesannuals.com

— JLS

‘A SINGLE
ROSE CAN
BE MY
GARDEN...’

— Leo F. Buscaglia

> QUOTABLE
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Sightseeing

When Sunday, April 26, 2009

Where Pacific Coast Dream Machines event at the Half Moon Bay Airport

Photographer’s notes When composing a photograph, it’s important to fill the frame, taking full
responsibility for everything that is included in the image. Often the best approach is to simply get closer to
the subject, cropping out all but the essential aspects of the setting. There’s a fine line, however, between
including so much of the environment that the image becomes cluttered versus cropping so tight as to miss
out on elements that could be key to providing context. Documenting Dream Machines for the first time, I
became lost in vintage hot rods and antique automobiles for close to three hours. As the afternoon wore
on, I realized I hadn’t even seen the airplanes yet. After grabbing a quick bite to eat at the Three-Zero
Cafe, I rushed out to the airfield and the classic embrace of a couple caught my eye. The skies were clear,
which presents the problem of a lot of empty space, but, to my delight, a helicopter slowly rose to fill the
hole in the sky,

Lars Howlett


